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The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
Dear Friends,

This coming Sunday is the day we
will hold the Annual Meeting of
Grace Church. Following the 11 am
service, instead of coffee hour we will
enjoy lunch together in Tuttle Hall,
then hear reports from various lay
leaders who are overseeing many of our committees.
Towards the end of the meeting I'll share my
observations, generally referred to as "the state of the
parish."
The Annual Meeting is also the time when we pay
formal attention to leadership transition. This year we
have a unique situation. The Vestry consists of two
wardens and twelve Vestry members. The Vestry
members serve three-year terms, with the possibility of
being nominated for a second term. The whole body is
grouped into three classes of four. Typically, a Vestry
class of four will have two members serving a first term,
and two members serving a second term. Thus, when
we arrive at the annual meeting, the nominating
committee will likely present two new people to serve a
first term, and two existing Vestry members to serve a
second term. We then give thanks for the work of the
two off-going Vestry members. At least, that's the way it
works on paper.
But life has a way of happening. From time to time, for
various reasons, Vestry members will need to vacate a
seat in the middle of a term. What happens then is that
the Vestry goes to the list of names considered by the
Nominating Committee, and appoints a person to fill

the unexpired term. When the term is expired, that
person then can be nominated for his or her own first
term. Or, in the nominating process, a Vestry member
might decline the offer to serve a second term. To cut to
the chase, we can wind up with years like this year,
when the staggered Vestry class is completely altered.
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The class of 2018 consists of four Vestry members who
are all serving their first term, and are all eligible to be
nominated for a second term. Harper Anderson, Anne
Rieselbach, Jason Slibeck, and Erik Sorensen are
wonderfully productive and engaged members of the
Vestry, so the Nominating Committee will present them
to the parish on Sunday as the class of 2021. The
committee will also present Leona Chamberlin to serve
a third (and final) two-year term as warden. The
Nominating Committee had an easy job this year in
that they did not need to find any new people to serve.
Next year we'll need to find three, and in three years
the committee will need to find four. But let's take
things one year at a time. Concerning the class of 2021,
you can see a photo and read a short bio for each, at
left.
In Tuttle Hall we will also find some art work of the
church produced by Grace Church School students,
and we'll have the opportunity to participate in the
Souper Bowl of Caring. Details below.
See you in church.
The Rev. J. Donald Waring
Rector

Th i s Su n d a y
Feb r u a r y 4 t h
9 a . m. Hol y Eucha r i st
Sermon: The Rev. J. Donald Waring
Music: The Parish Choir
11 a . m. Hol y Eucha r i st
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Sermon: The Rev. J. Donald Waring
Music: The Choir of Men and Boys
6 p . m. Hol y Eucha r i st

Sermon: The Rev. Chase Danford
Music: Hymns with Instrumentalists
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THE ANNUAL PAR IS H MEETING will be held in Tuttle
Hall on Sunday, Feb 4 th, immediately following the 11
am service. Reports will be given by the Nominating
Committee, the Treasurer, the Head of Grace Church
School, the Senior Warden, and the Rector. Lunch will
be served ($5 per person suggested donation).
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"Souper Bowl," drop a few bills into the corresponding
soup pot. Donations will go to local food ministries.
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GR AC E C HUR C H S C HOOL S TUDENT AR T EXHIBIT

ANNE RIESELBACH.

School have been working on One Point Perspective.

- The 8th Grade Music & Art students at Grace Church
They chose different perspectives from the inside of
Grace Church and the 86 4 th Ave. Campus. The
students used pencils to draw their individual vantage
point on wood and then used a wood burning tool to
add value and depth. They thought the church
community might enjoy seeing their work, which will
be on display in Tuttle Hall today.
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LAS T C ALL - 2 0 1 8 WEEKLY OFFER ING
ENVELOPES
TODAY is the last day to pick up your envelopes after
services. After the 9 and 11 am services, they can be
found in Tuttle Hall. After the 6 pm service, they may
be found in the Reception Room. If you would like
envelopes for 2018 and have not yet made a request,
please contact James V. Romanik, Assistant Director of
Membership & Communications here or at 212-2542005.
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one session, or come to all! On Feb 6th, we will be discussing the

Transfiguration story (Mark 9:2-9). The Reception Room will be
available beginning at 6:15 pm for those who wish to come and
chat with friends-or make new ones-before the Bible study
begins.
FEB 10 - ALTAR GUILD D EMO & PIZZA! Looking for a way
to partic ipate and serv e? On Saturday, Feb 10th from 11 am
to 12, the clergy will provide a demonstration of how to set up
the high altar and font for the 11 am services of Holy Eucharist
and Baptism. The session is meant to be both a brush-up for
faithful members of the Altar Guild, along with an invitation to
anyone who is looking to become more deeply engaged in
worship "behind the scenes." We will also take a deep dive into
the sacristy safe to reveal its treasures. And...there will be pizza
and green salad for all afterwards in the Reception Room! RSVP to

Jennifer Metz here.
FEB 10 - HABITAT BUILD D AY - We will be partnering with
the Islamic community service organization "Who Is Hussain?" to
work together on a home in Queens. For more information or to

register, contact Martha here.
FEB 11 - HOW MUCH FORGIVENESS? - THE SUND AY
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rampage on the Hudson River bike path, and a shooting near

JASON SLIBECK.

Grace Church School. In each instance the perpetrator of the
violence survived, leaving us to wonder how Christians are to
regard these individuals. The Rector will lead a panel discussion
including parishioners Andrew Blane and Sally Hines. Held in the
Reception Room. Coffee is served.
FEB 11 - SHROVE SUND AY BRUNCH AFTER BOTH
MORNING SERVICES - - Come celebrate Shrovetide this year
with a fabulous "Mardi Gras" Sunday brunch of pancakes, bacon,
eggs and fruit. Held in Tuttle Hall after both the 9 am and 11 am
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FEB 11 - HOME COOKED MEAL FOR NYC RESCUE MISSION
- On Sunday, Feb 11th we will serve a meal of pot roasts and
cupcakes to hundreds of guests at the NYC Rescue Mission.
Volunteers are needed to prepare pot roasts and/or cupcakes at
home and to serve the meal at the Mission. We have a super easy
and delicious pot roast recipe for you! Please join us in this
rewarding volunteer opportunity which is so appreciated by folks
at the mission. To sign up, e-mail Lillie Chance at

lilichance@gmail.com or click here.
FEB 14 - ASH WED NESD AY SERVICES will be held at 8 am in
the Chantry, and 12:10 and 6 pm in the Church. The two earlier
services are expected to last for approximately 45 minutes. All
services include homily by the Rev. J. Donald Waring, Eucharist,
and the imposition of ashes.
FEB 14 - LENTEN E- D EVOTIONAL - Thinking about a Lenten
spiritual discipline? Consider taking two minutes out of every day
to pray using a brief, daily devotional guide written by Grace
Church parishioners for each other and delivered daily (Mon-Sat)
to your e-mail inbox. These devotions begin on Ash Wednesday,
Feb 14, so sign up today. Please click here to sign up.
FEB 20 - WHAT OUR FAITH SAYS ABOUT RACE, JUSTICE &
PERSONHOOD : A LENTEN READ ING GROUP - Join the Rev.
Chase Danford and the Rev. Martha Korienek as we explore the
writings of prominent African-American thinkers from the
19th through the 21st centuries. We will meet on Tuesdays from
7-8 pm onFeb. 20, 27, March 6, 13, and 20. Email Chase or
Martha to register or inquire for more information.
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ERIK SORENSEN.

FEB 25 - NEWCOMERS CLASS - New people to Grace are
warmly invited to our Newcomers Class on Sunday, Feb 25th in
the reception room at 12:30pm. Each session will discuss how to
become a member of Grace, as well as this session we will be
talking about The History of Grace Church. We recommend that
you attend at least three classes throughout the year, as a way to
get acquainted with the clergy, with other new members, and to
grow in your faith. Lunch will be provided, so RSVP to Martha.
MAR 4 - ECW "THANK YOU TEA" in the Reception Room
immediately following the 11 am service. The ECW would like to
thank ALL the Grace Christmas Fair volunteers, cooks and bakers
- MEN ALSO! Join us for tea, sandwiches and sweets!
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