How Much Will it Cost?

Sing to the Lord a New Song
(Psalm 96:1)

Make Your Gift

The cost to complete this project is $200,000. To
raise this amount of money we will be conducting
a focused campaign that will run from Easter
Day, April 21 through the closing of the choir
season on Sunday, June 9, 2019. Every member
of the parish, choir families, choir alumni, and
members of the wider Grace Church community
(GCS and GC Choral Society) will be invited to
make a contribution. While every gift matters and
will help us observe this historic moment, various
attractive naming opportunities are available for
leading donors. An inscribed brass plaque will be
embedded into each piece that is claimed. It is our
goal to accomplish the work during the summer of
2019, and have all the restored and reconfigured
chancel furniture back in place when the new choir
season opens on Sunday, September 8.
Naming
opportunity

Availability

Reconfigured choir
pew next to organ
bench

1

Reconfigured choir
pew next to the organ
console

1

$15,000

New clergy chair behind
the rector’s seat

1

$15,000

New altar table fashioned
from original oak

1

$15,000

Restoration of full
choir pew

4

$10,000

Restoration of choir
aisle kneelers

2

$7,500

Restoration of clergy
seats

3

$7,500

Restoration of acolyte
seats and kneelers

2

One-hundred and twenty-five years ago Grace
Church in New York began singing to the Lord
a new song. Parish lore states that in those
days the rector and vestry heard rumblings of
discontent with the church’s music program.
They decided that a change in style was in
order. Thus, the professional operatic quartet
that sang from the west gallery was out, and in
its place a vested choir of men and boys would
sing from the chancel in the English cathedral
tradition.

Cost

$15,000

$7,500

The rector at the time, the Rev. William Reed
Huntington, hired Mr. James Morris Helfenstein
to be the new organist and the first head of the
choir school (later Grace Church School). The
choir and the school were off and running.
One-hundred years later, to celebrate the
centennial, the Girls’ Choir of Grace Church
was incorporated into the program. Today
approximately seventy-five boys and girls count
themselves as active choristers in the choirs of
Grace Church.

Restoration in progress at
Craftekt studio in Lanseville, NY

Make your gift online at
gracechurchnyc.org/don-music,
or use the envelope affixed to this brouchure

802 Broadway
New York, NY 10003
212-254-2000
www.gracechurchnyc.org
Gifts to Grace Church (EIN: 13-5562327) are
tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law.

Questions? Contact Cecily Millen at
cmillen@gracechurchnyc.org.
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To celebrate the 125th anniversary of the Grace
Church choirs and Grace Church School, we are
proposing a complete restoration of the chancel
furniture, in which every piece is strengthened,
cleaned, and returned to its original color and glory.
Also, we would like to address the seating and
symmetry deficiencies that have resulted over the
years:
• One original choir pew that did not fit
back into the chancel will be reconfigured
into two smaller pews that will fill in the
open space next to the organ console.
• A second original choir pew will be
reconfigured into a fourth clergy chair, and
fill in the open space behind the rector’s
seat.
• Surplus original oak resulting from
the pew reconfigurations will be fashioned
into a portable altar table that matches
the choir furniture. The new “chancel
altar” will be used every Sunday at 9 am,
and at other smaller worship services when
it is desirable to bring the liturgical action
closer to the congregation.

ASK2

George and Helen Hoffman Coppell

of time. Nevertheless, two events have occurred to
interrupt the symmetry of the original gift. In 1934
the pulpit was moved to its current location, leaving
an open space in the chancel where a needed fourth
clergy seat could be. Then in 2013 the Bicentennial
Organ was installed. The position of the console
that the mechanical action instrument requires
meant that two choir pews would not fit back into
the chancel. Choir seating, already at a premium,
was reduced even further. Also, to accommodate
the varying space needs for Grace Church School
and Grace Church Choral Society concerts, the
furniture has been rearranged and put back in place
countless times. This, plus the normal wear and
tear of over a century of use have resulted in numerous scratches, nicks, missing pieces, and loose
joints. The choir stalls are a priceless memorial and
very much the symbolic heart of the relationship
between the church and the school. But “time’s
rude hand” is weighing heavily upon them. Today
they are in serious need of restoration.

ASK1

the chancel of the church was extended eastward
to accommodate the growing number of choristers. The larger chancel called for new choir stalls,
or pews. Responding to the need, the children of
parishioners George and Helen Hoffman Coppell
offered a magnificent gift. They would memorialize their parents by donating the exquisitely carved
oak furniture that is still in use today at Sunday
services and school chapels.
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In 1902, eight years after the founding of the choir, Over the years the old-growth oak has stood the test

What We Propose To Do
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How the chancel will appear when the restoration
and installation of the furniture is complete.

The plaque honoring the Coppell’s gift

Damage sustained to choir stalls and clergy seat
DJ- Damaged joint
ME- Missing Element

Open space resulting from insatallation of the
Bicentennial Organ. Needed choir seating can be
created here.

