Grace Church in New York
A Penitential Order, Morning Prayer & Sermon
The Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 22, 2020 at eleven o’clock a.m.
PRELUDE Sheep may safely gr aze, BWV 208 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

Hymn 149 Eternal Lord of love (Please stand to sing the hymn) OLD 149th
Eternal Lord of love, behold your Church
Walking once more the pilgrim way of Lent,
Led by your cloud by day, by night your fire,
Moved by your love and toward your presence bent:
Far off yet here the goal of all desire.
So daily dying to the way of self,
So daily living to your way of love,
We walk the road, Lord Jesus, that you trod,
Knowing ourselves baptized into your death:
So we are dead and live with you in God.
If dead in you, so in you we arise,
You the first-born of all the faithful dead;
And as through stony ground the green shoots break,
Glorious in springtime dress of leaf and flower,
So in the Father’s glory shall we wake.

Thomas H. Cain
Opening Acclamation
Celebrant
People

Bless the Lord who forgiveth all our sins.
His mercy endureth forever.

The people kneel for the reading of the Decalogue, which may be followed beginning on page 350 of the
Book of Common Prayer. After each Commandment, the people sing:

The Celebrant then reads the following sentence:
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us; but if we confess our sins,
God is faithful and just to forgive our sins, and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8, 9
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept. Then all say together:
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against thee in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved thee with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the
sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in thy will, and
walk in thy ways, to the glory of thy Name. Amen.
The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says
The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all your sins, true repentence,
amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit. A men.
Then all sing three times:
HYMNAL S-102 Trisagion Alexander Archagelsky (1846-1924)

First Lesson 1 Samuel 16:1-13
The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king over
Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for
myself a king among his sons.” Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the
Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.”
Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him
trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord;
sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited
them to the sacrifice. When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is
now before the Lord.” But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his
stature, because I have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward
appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said,

“Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to
Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said,
“There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring
him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had
beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” Then Samuel
took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily
upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.
Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
Psalm 23

(To be recited by all, seated)

Dominus regit me

1 The Lord is my shepherd; *
I shall not be in want.
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures *
and leads me beside still waters.
3 He revives my soul *
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake.
4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; *
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; *
you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, *
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.
Second Lesson John 9:1-13, 28-41
As he walked along, Jesus saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man
or his parents, that he was born blind?" Jesus answered, "Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born
blind so that God's works might be revealed in him. We must work the works of him who sent me while it is
day; night is coming when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world." When
he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man's eyes,
saying to him, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam" (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came
back able to see. The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, "Is this not the
man who used to sit and beg?" Some were saying, "It is he." Others were saying, "No, but it is someone like
him." He kept saying, "I am the man." But they kept asking him, "Then how were your eyes opened?" He answered, "The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, `Go to Siloam and wash.'
Then I went and washed and received my sight." They said to him, "Where is he?" He said, "I do not know."
They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Then the Pharisees reviled him, saying,
"You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this
man, we do not know where he comes from." The man answered, "Here is an astonishing thing! You do not
know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he
does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. Never since the world began has it been heard that
anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing." They

answered him, "You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?" And they drove him out.
Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, "Do you believe in the Son of
Man?" He answered, "And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him." Jesus said to him, "You
have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he." He said, "Lord, I believe." And he worshiped him.
Jesus said, "I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see
may become blind." Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, "Surely we are not blind,
are we?" Jesus said to them, "If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, `We see,'
your sin remains."
Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Hymn 488 Be thou my vision (Please stand to sing.) SLANE

Sermon (Please be seated.) The Reverend Thomas Szczerba
The Apostles’ Creed (To be said by all, standing) Book of Common Prayer p. 53
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Officiant
People
Officiant

The Lord be with you.
And with thy Spirit.
Let us pray.

The Lord’s Prayer (Please kneel if you are able) Book of Common Prayer p. 54
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Suffrages B Book of Common Prayer p. 55
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V.
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O Lord, save thy people and bless thine heritage;
Govern them and lift them up for ever.
Day by day we magnify thee;
And we worship thy name for ever, world without end.
Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin;
O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us.
O Lord, let thy mercy be upon us;
As our trust is in thee.
O Lord, in thee have I trusted;
Let me never be confounded.

Collect of the Day
Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true bread which
giveth life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in him; who liveth and
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. A men.
Collects Book of Common Prayer p. 56
Intercessions
The General Thanksgiving Book of Common Prayer p. 58
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we thine unworthy servants
do give thee most humble and hearty thanks
for all thy goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all people.
We bless thee for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for thine inestimable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we beseech thee,
give us that due sense of all thy mercies,
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful;
and that we show forth thy praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to thy service,
and by walking before thee
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost,
be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.
Officiant
People

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all
evermore. A men.
2 Corinthians 13:14
Greetings and Announcements (Please be seated.)
Offertory Hymn 474 When I survey the wondrous cross (A ll stand to sing the hymn) ROCKINGHAM
Online worshippers may use the Virtual Offering Plate to make their gifts.
https://gracechurchnyc.org/donation-support/

Doxology OLD 100TH
PRAISE God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen

Prayers at the Altar
The Blessing
Hymn 470 There’s a wideness in God’s mercy (Please stand to sing the hymn)

Dismissal

The people respond: Thanks be to God.

Postlude I call to Thee, Lord Jesus Christ., BWV 639 Johann Sebastian Bach
+ + +
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Thank you for worshiping with us today.

