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Holy Eucharist Rite II
THANKSGIVING EVE

November 25, 2020 at Six O’clock P.M.
Prelude

Now thank we all our God, BWV 657

Hymn Come, ye thankful people, come
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Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

Celebrant
People

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Collect for Purity
Gloria, Hymnal S-277

Collect of the Day
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

(Sung by all)

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Almighty and gracious Father, we give you thanks for the fruits of the earth in their season and for the labors of those who harvest them. Make us, we pray, faithful stewards of your great bounty, for the provision of our necessities and the relief of all who are in need, to the glory of your Name; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
2

The Lesson
(Please be seated)
Deuteronomy 8:7-18
Moses said to all Israel: For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land, a land with flowing
streams, with springs and underground waters welling up in valleys and hills, a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, a land where you may eat
bread without scarcity, where you will lack nothing, a land whose stones are iron and from whose hills
you may mine copper. You shall eat your fill and bless the Lord your God for the good land that he
has given you. Take care that you do not forget the Lord your God, by failing to keep his commandments, his ordinances, and his statutes, which I am commanding you today. When you have eaten your
fill and have built fine houses and live in them, and when your herds and flocks have multiplied, and
your silver and gold is multiplied, and all that you have is multiplied, then do not exalt yourself, forgetting the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, who
led you through the great and terrible wilderness, an arid wasteland with poisonous snakes and scorpions. He made water flow for you from flint rock, and fed you in the wilderness with manna that your
ancestors did not know, to humble you and to test you, and in the end to do you good. Do not say to
yourself, "My power and the might of my own hand have gotten me this wealth." But remember
the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth, so that he may confirm his covenant that he swore to your ancestors, as he is doing today.
Reader
People
Psalm 65:9-14

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
(To be said by all, seated)

Te decet hymnus

9 You visit the earth and water it abundantly;
you make it very plenteous; *
the river of God is full of water.
10 You prepare the grain, *
for so you provide for the earth.
11 You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; *
with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase.
12 You crown the year with your goodness, *
and your paths overflow with plenty.
13 May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, *
and the hills be clothed with joy.
14 May the meadows cover themselves with flocks,
and the valleys cloak themselves with grain; *
let them shout for joy and sing.
The Epistle
James 1:17-18 , 21-27
Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the Father of lights,
with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. In fulfillment of his own purpose he gave us birth
by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first fruits of his creatures. Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted word
that has the power to save your souls. But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. For if any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror; for they look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were like. But those who
look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers who
act—they will be blessed in their doing. If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but
deceive their hearts, their religion is worthless. Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is
this: to care for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
3

Hymn 291 We plow the fields

(Please stand)
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The Gospel
Matthew 6:25-34
Celebrant
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said, “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or
about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the
birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are
you not of more value than they? And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? And
why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet
I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the
field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of
little faith? Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we
wear?’ For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you
need all these things. But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be
given to you as well. Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s trouble is enough for today.”

Celebrant
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon (Please be seated)

The Reverend J. Donald Waring

The Nicene Creed (To be said by all, standing)

Book of Common Prayer p. 326

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
5

The Prayers of the People
Lector
People

(Remain standing)

Lord, in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.

Book of Common Prayer p. 388

The Confession
(To be said by all)
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what
we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of
your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Absolution and Peace
Greetings and Announcements

(Please be seated)

THE HOLY COMMUNION

Offertory Sentence

At the Offertory, Solo For the fruits of all creation
For the fruits of all creation,
thanks be to God;
for rich gifts to every nation,
thanks be to God;
for the ploughing, sowing, reaping,
silent growth while we are sleeping,
future needs in earth’s safe keeping,
thanks be to God.

Francis Jackson (b.1917)
In the just reward of labour,
God’s will is done;
in the help we give our neighbor,
God’s will is done;
in our world-wide task of caring
for the hungry and despairing,
in the harvests we are sharing,
God’s will be done.

For the harvest of The Spirit,
thanks be to God;
for the good all we inherit,
thanks be to God;
for the wonders that astound us,
for the truths that still confound us,
most of all, that love has found us,
thanks be to God.
F. Pratt Green
Online worshippers may use the Virtual Offering Plate to make their gifts.
https://gracechurchnyc.org/donation-support/
Doxology

PRAISE God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen

The Great Thanksgiving (Remain standing)
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is to give him thanks and praise.
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OLD 100TH

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every- where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For with your co-eternal Son and Holy Spirit, you are one God, one Lord, in Trinity
of Persons and in Unity of Being; and we celebrate the one and equal glory of you, O Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name
All sing together:

Sanctus, Hymnal S-124

David Hurd (b. 1950)

All may kneel after singing the Sanctus.

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in
the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word
made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be
the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand
before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into
life.
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you,
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
The Celebrant continues
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the
Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection
under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the ever7

lasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the
head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Agnus Dei, Hymnal S-158

(To be sung by all)

David Hurd (b. 1950)

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following invitation

The gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him
in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
The Administration

The Communion is administered (bread only) at the chancel steps. Please approach single file from the center aisle
and keep six-feet behind the person in front of you. Return to your pew by way of the north aisle (to your left).
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At the Administration, Solos

A Grateful Heart

Mary Plumstead (1905-1980)
Thou that hast given so much to me
Give one thing more, a grateful heart.
Not thankful when it pleaseth me,
As if thy blessings had spare days:
But such a heart whose pulse may be thy praise.
Thou that hast given so much to me
Give one thing more, a grateful heart.
George Herbert

All things bright and beautiful
Refrain:
All things bright and beautiful,
All creatures great and small,
All things wise and wonderful,
The Lord God made them all.
Each little flower that opens,
Each little bird that sings,
He made their glowing colors,
He made their tiny wings.
Refrain

Barry Rose (b. 1934)

He gave us eyes to see them,
And lips that we might tell
How great is God Almighty,
Who has made all things well.
Refrain
Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-95)

The Celebrant and People say together:
Prayer after Communion (Remain standing)

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most precious Body
and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living
members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the
work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you,
and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
The Blessing
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Hymn 433

We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing

Dismissal

The people respond: Thanks be to God.

Postlude Now thank we all our God

(Please stand)

Johann Sebastian Bach...arr. Virgil Fox (1912-1980)
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Welcome to In-Person Worship at Grace Church!
Preregister - Everyone attending in-person worship is required to preregister at https://gracechurchnyc.org/
register/ in case the need arises to assist with contact tracing. Those who do not sign up in advance may do
so with an usher on arrival.
Masks - Everyone is required to wear a mask covering the nose and mouth at all times. Masks are available
for those who don’t bring their own. If you need a mask, please see an usher.
Social Distancing - Seating is allowed in the pews with open doors. Please find an unoccupied pew. Those
who live together may sit together. The south transept is reserved for choir only.
Sunday School and Nursery Care ar e not available at this time. Online Childr en’s Chapel will continue
over Zoom at 9:45 am. In-person Children’s Chapel will take place outside during the sermon.
Restrooms ar e available on the 1st floor of the par ish house, thr ough the nor th aisle door near the
baptismal font. One person at a time in each restroom, please.
SUNDAY 11/29
9:45 am Children’s Chapel (over Zoom) – Join Mother Julia and Father Thomas from 9:45-10:10 am to say
our hellos, read and discuss the story of the day from our Children’s Bible, and then say our prayers together.
(Designed for ages 4-10, but the whole family is welcome.) For Zoom access, please see The Weekly Epistle or email the Rev. Thomas Szczerba well in advance of the event.
Sunday Forum – November 29th 10am (New Time!): Coffee Hour w/ Advent Update: Interested in learning more about Grace Church’s plans for Advent? Join us for this coffee hour led by the clergy. We will keep
you up to date on everything Advent and Christmas. For Zoom access, please see The Weekly Epistle or email
the Rev. Thomas Szczerba.
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11 am Worship Service (CHURCH IS OPEN for in-person worship. Service continues to be video streamed
every week.) Please see the safety guidelines in the boxed section, above.
Outdoor Children’s Chapel! Children in attendance at the 11 am service are invited to the rectory lawn during the sermon (weather permitting). We will engage with the text and move around a bit. Masks are to be
worn and social distancing guidelines will be in place.
Advent Wreath Kit
After the 11am service on November 29th please stop by our coffeeless coffee hour to receive an Advent
Wreath Kit. This year, we will be handing out kits to interested families that include a metal wreath, the candles, and a list of prayers for you to say with your family every Sunday when you light a candle. If you are not
in NYC please let us know and we can make arrangements to mail you a kit. A suggested donation of $10 is
appreciated.

2021 Annual Pledge Campaign: No Ordinary Time – All parishioners and friends of Grace Church are
asked to support our mission by pledging -- or promising -- a financial gift for the coming year. To make your
pledge, please fill out the pledge envelope you received in the mail at home (and find in the pews today). You
can place it in the offering plate any Sunday, or mail it to the parish office as soon as you can. You may also
make your pledge at https://gracechurchnyc.org/2020-pledge-form/. (You have all of 2021 to make your payments!) Questions about pledging? Contact Matthew Kopp at mkopp@gracechurchnyc.org or 212-254-2005.
4 pm Hymns from Grace (on Facebook Live) 45 minutes of your favorite hymns, solos, anthems and voluntaries played on the Bicentennial Organ. Requests taken!
THIS WEEK AT GRACE
Monday - Centering Prayer (over Zoom) – 12:15-12:45 pm – Christian silent prayer that prepares us to receive the gift of God’s presence. Led by Currie Estreich, MA, Spiritual Direction, the General Theological
Seminary. For Zoom access, please see The Weekly Epistle or email the Rev. Thomas Szczerba.
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday - Enter, Rest, Pray (CHURCH IS OPEN) Tuesday, noon–3 pm, Wednesday, 5:30-6:30 pm, and Thursday, noon–3 pm. Tuesday and Thursday Noonday Prayer at 12:05 pm. Wednesday Evening Prayer at 6 pm. All are required to wear a covering over their nose and mouth, and to observe
posted safety guidelines.
Tuesday, Thursday – Bach at Noon (Held in the church during open hours and on Facebook Live) 12:20 pm
- 30 minutes of music by J.S. Bach, played on the Bicentennial Organ.
Wednesday - Women’s Bible Study (over Zoom) – 10:30 am-noon – Long-running program of guided Bible
study and discussion for women. For Zoom access info, please see The Weekly Epistle or email the Rev. Julia
Macy Offinger well before the event.
Wednesday, Friday - Bach at Noon (on Facebook Live) – 12:20 pm - 30 Minutes of music by J.S. Bach,
played on the Bicentennial Organ.
Saturday – Weekend Organ Meditation (on Facebook Live) 4pm - 45-minutes of diverse music played on
the Bicentennial Organ.
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Grace Parish Showcase Sponsored by the Grace Church Women – Live Now!
We had a great response to this project, which attempts to display how the creative spirit of our people was
at work during the lockdown. Many have submitted photography, videos, art, stories, audio, photos of themselves and their families and more. You can see it all right here: https://gracechurchnyc.org/grace-parishshowcase/. Don’t miss it!
Outreach
Virtual Advent Drives 2020 –
Every Advent, we take up collections for organizations in need of supplies for the winter. This year, you can
take part in this essential outreach from the comfort and safety of your own homes. Please purchase new items
from the store of your choosing and send them directly to the organizations listed below each week. When you
send something, please let us know here: https://gracechurchnyc.org/advent-drive-2020/
Sunday, November 29 – Advent I
Travel size toiletries for the Seamen’s Church Institute’s Christmas At Sea Project
Joanne Bartosik c/o Christmas at Sea, 118 Export St., Port Newark, NJ 07114
Sunday, December 6 – Advent II
Hats and gloves for the Church of the Ascension Food Pantry
The Rev. Edwin T. Chinery, Ascension Outreach, 12 W. 11th St., New York, NY 10011
Sunday, December 13 – Advent III
Men’s underwear (L, XL, XXL) and socks for The Bowery Mission
Our food ministry partner, now called The Red Door Place at The Church of the Village, is one of the few pantry/soup kitchens remaining open to serve those in need during the Covid-19 crisis. Donations are desperately
needed. Non-perishable food item(s) may be dropped off in the collection baskets in the narthex when you visit Grace Church during open hours. This month we are especially looking for cans of tuna.
Notice

Photography and video recordings taken at services display the vibrancy and joy of Grace Church in print and
online materials. As a participant in Grace Church events, you have a right to opt out of inclusion in photographs/media. To do so, contact Matthew Kopp at mkopp@gracechurchnyc.org.
Subscribe
Don’t miss out! Fill out a newcomer form at https://gracechurchnyc.org/new-to-grace-church/ or by scanning
the QR code below. You’ll receive a subscription to the Weekly Epistle (Friday enews). If you want to talk
about membership, you may contact Matthew Kopp, Membership and Development Manager, at 212-2542000 x 119.
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Thank you for worshipping with us today.

Virtual Offering Plate

Newcomer Form

Make Your 2021 Pledge
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Preregister for worship

